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Look inside to find out about what we’ve been up to over 
the Summer as well as some of the ways you can get 
involved. If you are interested in anything you see here then 
please get in touch, we’d like to hear from you!

Everyone is invited to join us on Saturday 12 September 
between 12– 4pm at the Pavilion building, Livingstone Road 
Allotments. This will be a celebration of Harvest and the 
achievements of this year’s Bloom in Birchfield campaign.
On the event day you can; • take part in family craft workshops
• taste delicious soup made from allotment produce • enter 
the art competition and win prizes • be a volunteer on the 
Bloom in Birchfield campaign 2016 • take a tour of the 
community allotment plot • join new people in a friendly space

HARVEST CELEBRATION COMMUNITY EVENT



Poem competition winner 
Below is the winning entry to the Spring poetry 
competition along with some examples of artwork 
produced on the project. This includes creating 
mosaics with artist Lizzy Bean and painting from  

still life’s featuring allotment produce. 

My Favourite Garden 

My favourite garden

Is a garden full of life

A garden which is splendid

With flowers and amazing creatures

With beautiful colour and light

It’s exquisite features

Make a garden which comes alive

Day after day the extraordinary, wonderful flowers

Grow and die and flourish again

By Afreen

Front Garden awards  
in Birchfield
This year we selected 12 of what we thought were 
the best front gardens in Birchfield to be awarded 
a rosette. This was our way of saying thank you to 
each of the gardeners for creating unique spaces that 
everyone can enjoy while walking past.

2015 Community Allotment 
Developments
One of our proudest developments this year is to have 
(eventually) got our own polytunnel, which is a perfect 
space to start seedlings and to seek shelter on rainy 
days! Another is to have attracted a frog to the wildlife 
pond which was created with young people  
last September.

Bloom in 
Birchfield 2015 
report back
••••••••••••••••
This year we 
entered Birchfield 
into the Royal 
Horticultural 
Society ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood’ 
scheme for the 
second time. As 
this Newsletter 
goes to press we 
are waiting to 
hear whether we 
have improved on 
last year’s score of 
Level 2…thanks 
to everyone who 
has helped.
••••••••••••••••

We still have a few copies left of our very popular 
Recipe Book, Allotment Cooking, which you can 
buy at the Community Event on Saturday 12 
September for only £2, while stocks last!

Volunteering with Livingstone 
Road Community Allotment 
project report back 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
In June we organised a successful litter pick and tour 
of the community allotment for prospective volunteers 
and we are always looking for people who want to 
get involved. If you think you may like to volunteer, 
you could join us for one of our regular Wednesday 
morning allotment sessions before deciding.

Long-standing allotment project volunteer Lurlyn 
Salmon (pictured above) at the Big Local Volunteer 
Awards receiving her certificate from Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, Councillor Ray Hassall, along with other 
award winners.

Spring Launch event
report back

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
In spring we held a community event to kick start  
our 2015 Bloom in Birchfield campaign and Midland 
Heart – who have been key partners throughout the 
year – ran a raffle with a basket of horticultural items as 
first prize. 

We have also involved dozens of children and families 
in caring for edible plants at events like Westminster 
School Fete, where they potted on coriander and 
tomatoes and Haughton Road Play Day, where 
participants potted on kale and courgettes to grow  
at home.

Community Work Days
report back
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
There were four community work days during May and 
June where we worked with local people and Midland 
Heart to plant up communal areas and front gardens 
on some of the streets near to the allotments. If you’d 
like us to help you make your street cleaner and more 
beautiful (and you live in Birchfield) get in touch and in 
2016 we could be greening your street!



Thanks to everyone who helps make it all happen, allotmenteers, residents, 
volunteers and participants, Big Local Birchfield and all our partners.

Comments from the  
Wednesday group
What do you like about coming here?
-  Looking at the bees. I like watching 

the wildlife.
-  I like the plants, everything that’s 

growing and the hospitality.
-  I like the atmosphere. Having a laugh.
What’s your favourite bit?
-  Smashing the tiles and putting them 

on the wood.
-  I like drawing and painting.
- Coffee.
Have you had any new experiences?
-  I learned to plant vegetables and 

flowers, which I’ve never done in  
my life.

-  I like sitting and looking at all the 
plants, when I was young there was 
only carrots, parsnips, turnips and 
potatoes, now there’s hundreds  
of things.

The Allotment Project – a positive 
alternative to social isolation
Every Wednesday at 10am we meet 
at the Pavilion (wooden hut) by the 
allotment gates on Livingstone Road. 
We plant, grow and harvest food 
together on the community plot 
throughout the year. Would you like to 
join in? Just turn up wearing old clothes 
suitable for the weather conditions –  
(if it rains we usually do a creative 
activity indoors). 

We finish at 12 midday and 
afterwards we have tea/coffee and 
biscuits in the Pavilion and visitors 
are always welcome to join us, so just 
come in and say hello, we’d like to 
meet you!

If you would like to find out  
more contact
Rob Hewitt – Project Worker
Email
bragallotment@gmail.com 
Phone
07528 575344
Website
livingstoneroadcommunity 
allotmentproject.wordpress.com 
Facebook
Livingstone Road Community Allotment 
Project
Photography
Thank you to Claudette Holmes,  
Lizzy Bean and Midland Heart for use  
of photos

As well as running Livingstone Road 
Community Allotment project BRAG 
also works strategically across a range 
of local issues. For example, BRAG is an 
instrumental member of the Birchfield 
Environmental Strategy Group 
(BESG), which includes representatives 
from Midland Heart, Birmingham City 
Council, Birchfield Big Local, Fleet and 
Waste Management (BCC), Housing 
(BCC), Perry Barr District (BCC).

A Place Action Plan has been 
established at Ward level, which 
includes two pilot areas – one of 
which is the 2015 Bloom in Birchfield 
triangle, consisting of Livingstone Road, 
Westminster Road and Havelock Rd. 
Fleet and Waste agreed to carry out 
a deep clean in the Bloom triangle 
and to make it a pilot area for regular 
attention. BRAG has also carried out 
a site visit to the Bloom triangle with 
David Taylor (Director of Customer and 
Communities) from Midland Heart which 
has started a dialogue at a senior level 
about joined up working.

Birchfield Residents Action Group 
(BRAG) set up Livingstone Road 
Community Allotment Project which 
is funded by Big Local Birchfield. 
BRAG works with all members of the 
community, regardless of faith, ethnic 
background or culture.


