
Birchfield Residents Action Group Newsletter SPRING 2015

Dear Resident
We want to make Birchfield a better and more cared for place and 
we need your help to do it. Read on to find out about some of the 
ways you can get involved and if you have your own ideas then get in 
touch, we’d like to hear from you.

On the event day there will be;
• family craft workshops
• delicious home-made soup
• poetry competition
•    sign up to be a volunteer on the Bloom  

in Birchfield campaign
•  ‘Allotment Cooking’ will be on sale

•  friendly space to meet people with  
free refreshments

•  tours of our community allotment plot
•  Birchfield Residents can bring an empty 

hanging basket and replant it (for a small 
donation, while stocks last)

Community Event and Bloom in Birchfield campaign 2015 

Help keep Birchfield Clean and Beautiful

You are invited to a community event on Saturday 18th April 
1–4pm at Pavilion building Livingstone Road Allotments

Everyone is welcome, come and join us!
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Community Work Days 2015
There are four work days coming up, concentrating 
on some of the streets nearest to the allotments. 
We want to make a visible impact locally and we 
are asking residents and local people to help us 
to improve our neighbourhood environment. We’ll 
do this by working together to keep it tidy and 
by planting beautiful and edible plants in front 
gardens, for all to see. 

•  Thursday 14th May 

Westminster Road (1–5pm) 

•  Thursday 28th May 

Westminster Crescent (2–6pm) 

•  Thursday 11th June 

Livingstone Road (1–5pm)

•  Thursday 25th June 

Havelock Road (1–5pm) 

If you want to take part just turn up on the day, 
wear old clothes and we will provide protective 
gloves and all the materials.

Report Back – Bloom in 
Birchfield 2014
Last year we entered Birchfield into the Royal 
Horticultural Society ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ 
scheme for the first time ever. There was an 
assessment day in July, when they considered the 
work we had done throughout the year, as well 
as taking a tour of the neighbourhood. Barbara 
Petris (Chair of BRAG) is pictured here receiving a 
certificate awarding us a ‘Level 2; Improving’. This 
year we have entered again after positive feedback 
and we hope to improve our score, with your help.

Big Pumpkin Competition
Last year we did a tallest Sunflower competition. 
This year we will be mainly planting Pumpkins to 
give away and there will be a prize for the biggest 
front garden grown pumpkin in Birchfield later  
this Summer.

If you live in Birchfield and you want to plant 
edible crops in your front garden (or a public space 
nearby), get in touch. We will do our best to offer 
you some advice and some plants – as long as you 
can pledge to look after them.

Nominate your favourite Front 
Garden in Birchfield
Last year we selected 15 of the best front garden’s 
in Birchfield to be awarded a rosette. This was our 
way of saying thank you to each of the gardeners 
for creating colourful spaces everyone can enjoy 
while walking past.

This year we are asking you to enter your own front 
garden or nominate someone else’s that you think 
deserves recognition. All you have to do is 
return this slip by Friday 12th June

Gardens must be in Birchfield (within the triangle 
defined by Wellington Road, A34 Birchfield Road  
and Church Hill Road) and must be visible from  
the pavement. 

We will be going round on Saturday 20th June 
at 2pm giving out rosettes for the most popular 
and most enjoyable gardens.

Your Name

Phone

The address of the Garden

Is it yours or someone else’s?

Why do you think it is special?

Please return to Bloom in Birchfield Front Garden 
Competition, c/o 1 Havelock Road, Birchfield B20 3LP 
Or email the above details to ‘Front Garden Competition’ 
bragallotment@gmail.com

SUNFLOWERS 

When I’m feeling low

You can grow and grow

When it is sunny

Flowers are lovely

You can see them high

Up to the sky

My Sunflower’s big

Bigger than me

They can rise in the sky, only when you try

Friendship is beautiful

When we are all together

We rise together like flowers

By Amina

We want to fill everybody’s 
front gardens with the colours 
of beautiful flowers and with 
useful and edible plants

Volunteer Day – 
Tuesday 2nd June 12–2.30pm
We are organising a litter pick and tour of the 
community allotment for anyone who wants to  
get stuck in! If you are interested in getting 
involved as a volunteer, you can join us on Tuesday 
2nd June – just turn up at the Allotment Pavilion 
building on Livingstone Road wearing old clothes, 
we will supply gloves and materials and we will go 
out together. 

Report Back – The Challenge 
Network 2014
Last Summer we challenged a group of twelve 
young people to create a new wildlife and people 
friendly seating area with a pond, benches and 
living willow wall on the allotment. In just one day! 
In the process they moved literally tons of bark 
chippings by wheel barrow, dug a huge hole for 
the pond and filled three large raised beds with 
topsoil. What a productive day we had, it just goes 
to show that team work really pays off and we had 
some laughs along the way. Thanks to everyone 
for their efforts and we will be working with The 
Challenge again in 2015.
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Come and get 
involved in the 
Allotment Project 
– a positive 
alternative to 
social isolation

We meet every Wednesday 
between 10am–12pm when 
local people maintain a 
communal plot and grow and 
harvest food, with all the added 
benefits of spending time 
outdoors, meeting people and 
being active. Would you like to 
join in? Just turn up wearing old 
clothes and come prepared for 
being outside in the weather – 
but if it rains we will be doing 
an activity indoors.

We meet at the Pavilion/
wooden hut by the allotment 
gates on Livingstone Road and 
the actual plot is a short way 
along the track on the left, (with 
a sign on the gate). Afterwards 
at about 12.30pm on a 
Wednesday we have tea/coffee 
and biscuits in the Pavilion and 
visitors are welcome to join us, 
just come in! It’s a good way to 
find out more about the project.

If you would like 
to find out more 
or get involved 
please contact

Contact
Rob Hewitt  
Project Worker
(Livingstone Road Community 
Allotment Project)
Email
bragallotment@gmail.com 
Phone
07528 575 344
Website
livingstoneroadcommunity 
allotmentproject.wordpress.com 
Facebook Group
Livingstone Road Community 
Allotment Project

Birchfield 
Residents Action 
Group set up Livingstone 
Road Community Allotment 
Project funded by Big Local 
Birchfield. BRAG works with all 
members of the community, 
regardless of faith, ethnic 
background or culture.

STOP PRESS
SAVE THE DATE
Our Autumn Community 
Event will take place at 
the allotments on Saturday 
12th September…

Thanks to everyone 
who helps make it all 
happen, allotmenteers, 
residents, volunteers 
and participants, Big 
Local Birchfield and 
all our partners.


